The Writing Process
Prewriting (Brainstorm and Plan)
Choose a topic: 

*Select a subject that keeps your interest and allows you to complete work on time!
*Brainstorm then narrow-down ideas to identify your paper’s purpose.
Research:


*Identify your audience to determine your writing goals: will you 

inform, persuade, or entertain your reader?

*Find information using the library or online websites (stick to 

websites that end in .edu or .gov or .org).
*Take notes on the books, articles, and websites that you collected


~Create lists, Venn diagrams, maps, webs, timelines, etc. 


(At this stage, no need for complete sentences or paragraphs)

The more time you spend on this step, the less time you spend later!

Drafting (Write)

Write:



*Rewrite your research notes in your own words, then put those 

words into complete sentences and paragraphs.

Organize:

*Arrange paragraphs into an introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion.

*Form transitional sentences so each paragraph/idea connects to the next paragraph/idea.
*Stay focused on your purpose to avoid any off-topic sentences.

Use your best brainstorming ideas even though this is your sloppy copy!

Responding (Review the Writing)

Revising (Improve Writing)
Editing (Correct Mistakes)

Eliminate any final errors:

* Spell check the paper. 

*Fix any mistakes—both grammar and punctuation!

*Correct the sentence structure.  
Ask a family member to double-check for mistakes in your paper too!

Publishing (Share Work)

Submit a final copy:



*Decide if you’ll type or handwrite (in pen) the paper. 



*Follow the Language Arts heading to include your name, teacher’s 
name, class title with period, assignment title, and due date in the 

upper-left hand corner of your paper.
*Turn in a perfect, polished final copy to your teacher.

